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The Initiative for  Inclusive Secur ity 
Colloquium 2008 Par ticipant Biographies 

 
 

AFGHANISTAN 
 

Founder and senior adviser of Humanitarian Assistance for the Women of 
Afghanistan (HAWCA), Orzala Ashraf has been involved since 1998 in 
delivering training programs to women and children in refugee camps. She 
founded the organization in 1999 when she was 21 and living in a refugee 
camp in Pakistan, having fled Kabul with her family ten years earlier. 
HAWCA provides free services in education, protection, counseling, health, 
and child care, and promotes income-generating activities for women. Ms. 

Ashraf has also set up safe houses to help victims of domestic violence.  
 
Ms. Ashraf has been a strong advocate for human rights and the active participation of 
women in the reconstruction and development of Afghanistan. She is a member of the 
Afghan Women’s Network and Civil Society and Human Rights Network, Persian Gender 
Network, Gender and Law working group (professionals and scholars involved in crafting the 
constitution), and is one of the founding members of the Women’s Political Participation 
Committee. Ms. Ashraf and her organization were given the Isabel Ferror Award for 
women’s education and the Amnesty International award for humanitarian aid to children and 
women. She has a master’s degree in development planning with a special focus on social 
development practice. 
 

* **  
 
Member of Parliament Shukr ia Barakzai was elected to the Wolesi Jirga 
in 2005. Since September 2006, she has been president of the Third Line 
Political Group, 12 parliamentarians working to promote democracy, 
reform, and human rights in Afghanistan’s political institutions. In February 
2003, Ms. Barakzai was appointed as a member of the Constitutional 
Reviewing Commission by President Hamid Karzai. As a commissioner, 
she traveled to seven provinces and consulted with tens of thousands of 
Afghans on the constitution.  
 
Ms. Barakzai is chief editor of Aina-e-Zan (Women’s Mirror), a weekly magazine she started 
after the fall of the Taliban in order to launch a women’s rights campaign. She also directs 
Asia Women Organization, an organization she founded in 1999 that maintained secret 
educational rooms for women and girls under the Taliban. (Asia Women Organization has 
since expanded its area of focus to include health and relief.) In 2007, the city of Florence, 
Italy presented Ms. Barakzai with the Giglio d’Oro award for her contributions to democracy 
and human rights. She was also internationally recognized for her work in 2005, receiving the 
Medal of Courage from the parliament of France and being named International Editor of the 
Year by www.worldpress.org. In 2004, President Karzai presented her with the Medal of 
National Honour. She studied at Kabul State University. 
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Dr . Nadera Hayat Burhani, from northern Balkh province, has served as 
deputy minister of the Ministry of Public Health since January 2005. She is 
in charge of all maternal, child, and reproductive health, including 
community-based intervention. Prior to her election as deputy minister, Dr. 
Burhani served as a physician for 15 years. With Afghanistan’s maternal 
and child mortality rates the highest in the world (according to the United 
Nations Population Fund), Dr. Burhani advocates for the empowerment of 

women and for equal rights. A two-time representative of Balkh women in the provincial 
government assembly, she is also a member of an association for the defense of women’s 
rights in Mazar-i Sharif, the capital of Balkh province. Dr. Burhani holds a master’s degree 
from Kabul Medical Institute and a specialty in gynecology and obstetrics and is a member of 
Afghanistan’s Ob/Gyn Doctor Association. She edited a health magazine and was producer 
and host of a health program for women on Rabebalkhi radio.  
 

* **  
 
Currently a gender and development specialist for the Canadian 
International Development Agency, Wazhma Frogh began a career as a 
writer, reporter, and social activist at the age of 17, contributing weekly 
updates about women and children to the Frontier Post newspaper. She 
began supporting her family financially when she was in the eighth grade. 
Ms. Frogh, who quotes “religious gatekeepers”  in Afghanistan as saying 
that women should be at home or in the grave, first became aware of gender 
inequality at the age of 12. She began by changing expectations for women within her own 
conservative family, including her ex-army officer father. Ms. Frogh, who lived in Peshawar, 
Pakistan, from 1992 to 2001, has dedicated the last decade to advocacy and relief, pressing to 
ensure women’s participation in political and peace movements. A team leader of the Afghan 
Women Support Network, she also consults for civil society organizations to address gender 
issues. She aspires to be a chief justice, citing legal protection as key for women’s rights and 
empowerment. 
 

* **  
 

Shahgul Rezaie is a member of Afghanistan’s parliament, the Wolesi Jirga, 
representing Ghazni province and serving on the women’s affairs, human 
rights, and civil society commissions. Ms. Rezaie ran for parliament in 
2005, reasoning that women have the same rights and responsibilities as 
men do, including the right to be part of the government. Motivated by this 
sense of duty, Ms. Rezaie feels that she would have been successful in her 
campaign even if she had lost the election, as she would have led the way 

for others. Previously, Ms. Rezaie was principal and a teacher at a girls’  high school that, far 
enough from Kabul and main roads, was able to stay open during the Taliban regime. Proud 
that pupils in her school proceeded with their education in spite of the Taliban, Ms. Rezaie 
believes that people should continue with their lives even through fear. 
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COLOMBIA 

 
 
Serving a one-year term that began in July 2007, Nancy Patr icia Gutiér rez 
Castañeda is president of the Senate. From 1998 to 2002, she was a 
member of the House of Representatives. During her first term, a corruption 
scandal led to the resignation of the House president. The liberal majority, 
recognizing then-Representative Gutiérrez for her honesty, chose her to 
replace the leader. In 1999, Senator Gutiérrez thus became the first woman 
to lead one of Colombia’s legislative bodies; she is the third woman to lead 
the Senate. In the Senate, she has focused on the provision of public 
services, particularly health care. 
 
Since 2004, Senator Gutiérrez has been a member of the Radical Change party. Previously, 
she belonged to the political movement “Colombia Always,”  aligned with the Liberal Party. 
Her political career began with her election as mayor of Agua de Dios, a post she held from 
1988 to 1990. She was then the regional director of the Colombian Institute for Family 
Welfare (Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar); she returned to politics in 1994 in the 
Department of Cundinamarca, where she was secretary of the environment and secretary 
general. Senator Gutiérrez earned her law degree, with a specialization in administrative law, 
from the Universidad del Rosario. 
 
 

* **  
 
 

Since September 2006, Mar ía Isabel Nieto Jaramillo has been deputy 
minister of interior in the Ministry of Justice and Interior. She oversees six 
bureaus within the ministry, including the office of government and 
security, the office of congressional relations, the office of political affairs 
and elections, the office of human rights, the office of disaster prevention, 
and the office of Afro-Colombian and indigenous groups. She is also 
president of the board of directors of the national committee against human 
trafficking. 

 
Ms. Nieto served as a city councilor of Bogotá from 2004 to 2006 and was on the board of 
one city district’s administration from 1995 to 1997. Between these posts, she was CEO of 
the Luis Carlos Sarmiento Angulo Foundation, where she developed projects on justice 
administration and alternative conflict resolution. From 1990 to 1994, Ms. Nieto worked in 
development as an adviser to the first lady of the Organization of American States, during 
Cesar Gaviria’s tenure as president of that organization. Ms. Nieto earned a law degree from 
the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá and has studied political science at the Institute of 
Political Studies of Paris (Institut D’etudes Politiques de Paris).
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Senator Mar ta Lucía Ramírez de Rincón was the first woman to serve as 
minister of defense, a post she held for 18 months in 2002 and 2003. In that 
role, Senator Ramírez worked to centralize military spending, designed 
management indicators for the armed forces, consolidated training within 
the three branches of the military and National Police, and formed a civil 
commission for restructuring and strengthening the National Police. In the 
Senate, she introduced legislative initiatives to: permit women to become 
generals in the military; increase the competitiveness of Colombia’s economy; lower 
unemployment; mandate English teaching in schools; recognize the rights of the internally 
displaced; and increase youth participation in public life. 
 
Six months prior to the election of President Álvaro Uribe in 2002, Senator Ramírez served 
as ambassador to France. From 1998 to 2002, she was foreign trade minister for the 
administration of Andrés Pastrana. Senator Ramírez earned a PhD in law and socioeconomic 
science from the Pontificia Universidad Javeriana in her native city of Bogotá. She has also 
worked in finance and foreign trade and as a university professor. 
 

* **  
 
Mar ía Emma Wills Obregón leads the Department of Gender and Women 
in the Historical Memory Commission. Since 2005, she has been associate 
professor at the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá and chair of the 
political science department. For three years prior, Dr. Wills was associate 
professor at the Universidad Nacional de Colombia; and from 2000 to 2002, 
she directed the master’s program for the university’s Institute of Political 
Science and International Relations. Dr. Wills has done research on conflict 

and democracy and Colombian social and feminist movements; she is now researching the 
relationship among war, memory, peace building, and women in Colombia. She has also 
worked on women’s social movements, grassroots education, and initiatives such as bringing 
women into politics. 
  
Most recently, Dr. Wills published a book on women’s inclusion and representation under 
democratic regimes, focusing on Colombia from 1970 to 2000. She has published book 
chapters on topics including politics, the Colombian peace process, and President Alvaro 
Uribe’s government and gender equality, as well as numerous articles in peer-reviewed 
journals. She has presented her work at more than 40 conferences. Dr. Wills earned her PhD 
in 2004 from the Institute of Latin American Studies at the University of Texas at Austin, her 
MSc in political science from the Université de Montréal in 1990, and her BA in political 
science from the Universidad de los Andes in Bogotá. 
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HAITI  

 
 
Senator Evelyne Cheron eschews the title of “politician”  because it 
connotes corruption in her country. Determined to change the meaning of 
the word, she entered politics and in 2006 was elected to the Senate, where 
she is a member of the commission with oversight of the security sector. A 
member of the political party Movement for the Installation of Democracy 
in Haiti, Senator Cheron is also president of its women’s committee. She is 
national coordinator for Women Leaders, an organization that motivates 
women to enter politics, and treasurer of the Women Candidates Association. Senator Cheron 
owns three businesses with her husband: Francheco Travel Agency, which she manages; 
Francheco Freight Forwarders; and Francheco Import/Export. Active in Haiti’s business 
community, she is a member of the Haitian Chamber of Commerce, the Haitian Tourism 
Association, and the Travel Agency Association. Senator Cheron completed law studies in 
Haiti ten years ago and also has taken specialized courses on air cargo for her business, 
secretarial courses, and classes on banking procedures. She studied management in Jamaica. 
 
 

* **  
 
With an extensive background in public health and forensic science, Dr . 
Gessy Cameau Coicou is former chief of internal affairs for the National 
Police, where she was also director of intelligence, head of public relations, 
and spokesperson. Dr. Coicou opened Haiti’s first forensics facility, serving 
as the police academy’s director of forensic laboratories and forensic 
techniques for seven years. For the past decade, she has served as a 

consultant and instructor in forensic science. She also has extensive experience as a 
healthcare professional, working in the public health sector and as a physician. In Cite Soleil, 
she directed two health centers. Dr. Coicou holds a master’s degree in public health from 
Tulane University, a degree in epidemiology from Johns Hopkins University, and a medical 
degree from the State University of Haiti. She is a member of the American Academy of 
Forensic Science, the Canadian Society of Forensic Science, and the Haitian Medical 
Association. A writer who has published scientific books and novels, Dr. Coicou currently 
lives in Montreal, Canada. 
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Principal Commissar Mar ie Louise Gauthier  has been in the National 
Police of Haiti (PNH) since 1995. She has held her post, the second highest 
rank in the PNH, since 2003. National Coordinator for Women’s Affairs in 
the PNH, Principal Commissar Gauthier is chief of the 4th Company of the 
Brigade of Motorized Intervention. She is director of human resources of 
the PNH, as well as a member of the commission in charge of recruiting. In 
1995, she served as chief of the patrol of Cite Soleil, a densely populated 
shantytown in Port-au-Prince that is generally regarded as one of Haiti’s 
poorest, roughest, and most dangerous areas; it is also one of the largest slums in the northern 
hemisphere. Commissar Gauthier was in charge of the police station at the parliament in 
August 1996 and the police station of Kenscoff in 2001. She has participated in international 
police conferences, including the sixth conference of Women Police of Central America and 
the Caribbean, held in San Salvador in 2006. A former national women’s soccer player, 
Commissar Gauthier holds a teaching certification in physical education from the University 
of Abidjan in Côte d’ Ivoire, where she lived for four years. 
 

* **  
 
Yolene “ Lelene”  Gilles is assistant program director for the National 
Human Rights Defense Network, a national monitoring, training, and 
advocacy organization. Having worked there since 1999, Ms. Gilles 
organizes seminars on gender, human rights, and peace building. She also 
monitors APENA, a special unit of Haiti’s National Police that oversees the 
country’s prison system. As a prisoners’  rights watchdog, she ensures that 

inmates are provided enough food, water, and exercise and that they are not subject to 
physical or sexual abuse by guards. Ms. Gilles studied civil engineering and accounting but 
left these fields to become a journalist, believing that providing information and working on 
social issues was of utmost importance. She has worked as a television news anchor, radio 
program host, and photographer for the Haitian Information Bureau. Ms. Gilles lives in Port-
au-Prince. 
 
 

ISRAEL 
 
Retired Colonel Eynat Gepner-Goldstien joined the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) in 1980. Her most recent position was as IDF representative 
to NATO and Israeli defense attaché to the Netherlands and Belgium. Prior 
to assuming these roles, Colonel Gepner-Goldstien was senior instructor at 
the Israeli National Defense College with specialization in military strategy. 
These positions followed a long career in instruction and command in basic 
training with non-commanding officers and in officers’  courses. Colonel 
Gepner-Goldstien holds two master’s degrees—one in organizational behavior from Tel Aviv 
University and another in political science from Haifa University. She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in behavioral science from Bar-Ilan University. Colonel Gepner-Goldstien is married 
and has two children.
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Retired Brigadier General Israela Oron’s familiarity with the Palestinian 
refugee issue and the status of Israel’s Arab citizens has led her to become a 
noted analyst and commentator on security and strategic affairs. Speaking 
to these controversial topics, General Oron draws on her experience as 
deputy national security adviser at Israel’s National Security Council 
(NSC). While working at the NSC, General Oron developed government 
guidelines on Israel’s Arab minority, exemplifying her belief that women 

define victory not as defeating an opponent but as finding a solution that brings peace and 
stability to all stakeholders. A key participant in the council’s strategic assessments, she often 
briefed the Israeli cabinet and represented the NSC in the Knesset (Israeli parliament). Prior 
to her position at the NSC, General Oron worked at PricewaterhouseCoopers in Israel, where 
she was founder and head of the organizational strategy department.  
 
General Oron’s military career began in the 1970s when she joined the Israeli Defense Forces 
(IDF). During the Persian Gulf War in 1991, she was the first female IDF deputy 
spokesperson. Two years later, she broke through the gender barrier again, becoming the first 
woman to serve on the faculty of the National Defense College. While at the IDF, General 
Oron promoted reforms regarding the role of women in the IDF and Israeli society more 
broadly. She holds a master’s degree in business administration from Tel Aviv University 
and a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Haifa University. 
 

* **  
 
In 1986, now-retired Police Colonel Esther  (Etty) Yevnin established the 
international relations unit of the Israeli National Police (INP). Combined 
with the National Central Bureau of the International Criminal Police 
Organization (ICPO-INTERPOL, the most prominent body promoting daily 
police cooperation), the INP’s international relations unit became the focal 
point for international police cooperation between Israel and INTERPOL’s 
180 member countries. Commander Yevnin directed that unit for 11 years, 
earning international recognition of the INP’s achievements in forensic science, bomb 
disposal, and anti-terror tactics, and its sophisticated investigative and intelligence work. 
 
In 1997, Commander Yevnin was the first women appointed as attaché and liaison officer for 
the Ministry of Public Security and the Israel Police in southwestern Europe and Africa, as 
well as to the ICPO-INTERPOL in France. Following seven years of service in this capacity, 
she retired in 2005. Commander Yevnin considers her biggest achievements to be her 
representation of the Israeli police around the world, her work for the development of 
international police cooperation, the worldwide recognition of INP’s capabilities as a modern 
and efficient force, and her election to the Executive Committee of INTERPOL in 1993. She 
was both the first woman and the first Israeli to be elected to such a post. Commander Yevnin 
holds certification in the field of life coaching with an emphasis on psychotherapy from Tel 
Aviv University, as well as a master’s degree in criminology and a bachelor’s degree in 
international relations and sociology from Hebrew University in Jerusalem. She has two 
daughters. 
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L IBERIA 

 
 

For more than two decades, Asatu Bah-Kenneth has served with the 
Liberia National Police (LNP). She currently works as deputy inspector-
general of police for administration. More involved in public life than most 
Liberian Muslims, Mrs. Bah-Kenneth has taken advantage of her position 
to advance other Liberian women. Prior to her work as deputy inspector-
general of the LNP, Mrs. Bah-Kenneth served as assistant director of police 
for press and public affairs, head of the women and children protection 

section, and chief of community services. She also served on the government’s Humanitarian 
Task Force, catering to internally displaced persons, and was the first personal director of the 
Ministry of Gender and Development.  
 
Mrs. Bah-Kenneth founded Liberian Muslim Women for Peace, is president of the Liberian 
Female Law Enforcement Association, and serves as second vice president of the board of 
Women NGOs Secretariat of Liberia. She is also a member of the International Chiefs of 
Police Association. While her husband, a diplomat, was on assignment in China, she earned a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology with a minor in public administration from the University of 
Liberia, an extremely rare achievement for a Liberian Muslim woman.   
 
 

***  
 
 
Special assistant to the minister of national defense and director of the staff 
secretariat, Ciatta Harr is Clarke manages all ministry information. She 
received a certificate of distinction in protocol after a 17-week training by 
the security sector program. Prior to assuming her current position, Ms. 
Clarke worked for the Liberia Telecommunications Corporation, serving in 
administrative capacities for 18 years until she retired in 2005. In an effort 
to contribute to society, Ms. Clarke served as treasurer for the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) Citizens Union. ECOWAS was founded in 1975 to promote the 
economic development of its member countries and to ensure Africans within its borders are 
treated fairly. During the 2005 elections, Ms. Clarke served as secretary-general for the 
Liberia Action Party in Montserrado County. Ms. Clarke holds a degree in management with 
emphasis on human resources from the University of Liberia. She is married with three 
children. 
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Cerue Konah Gar lo is executive director of the Women NGOs Secretariat 
of Liberia (WONGOSOL), an organization connecting women’s NGOs 
dealing with health, education, social justice, women’s rights, and security 
sector reform. A community peace builder and gender trainer, Ms. Garlo 
was a member of the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs 
Pre-election Assessment Delegation to Sierra Leone’s 2007 elections. To 
ensure the election went smoothly, Ms. Garlo assessed the political 

environment ahead of the elections, met with key civic and political party leaders as well as 
President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, and provided public feedback of the delegation’s findings. 
She later became an international observer of those elections. Prior to her post at 
WONGOSOL, Ms. Garlo served as finance and administrative manager of the West Africa 
Network for Peace Building Liberia, where she managed women in peace-building programs.  
 
During the civil war, Ms. Garlo staged a mass protest to persuade Charles Taylor to 
negotiate. She was later involved in the United Nations Development Programme’s mid-term 
evaluation of Liberia’s disarmament, demobilization, rehabilitation, and reintegration 
process. In this capacity, she ensured that key stakeholders, especially female ex-combatants, 
were consulted in UNDP’s evaluation. She contributed to grassroots mobilization that was 
instrumental in President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s victory. Through The Initiative for Inclusive 
Security, Ms. Garlo attended American University’ s Peacebuilding and Development 
Institute in the summer of 2007. She also participated in the World Bank’s February 2007 
Liberia Partners’  Forum, a transformative opportunity to engender Liberia’s Poverty 
Reduction Strategy. Ms. Garlo holds a degree in accounting and economics from the 
University of Liberia and a diploma in social work from the Mother Patern College of Health 
Sciences of Don Bosco Polytechnic. She is married with three children. 
 

***  
 

Precious Dennis Mitchell is a founding member of the Security for 
Women through Advocacy Coalition, where she is working to transform 
Liberians’  image of the security sector and dispel misconceptions of the 
army and police after 14 years of war. An advocate for women and girls’  
participation in the security sector, Ms. Mitchell uses a door-to-door 
approach to inform women of opportunities available to them in the sector 
and to provide them with the opportunity to ask questions and get answers. 
She works closely with the Liberian National Police, United Nations Mission in Liberia 
police, Ministry of Defense, Armed Forces of Liberia, and Dyncorp. She received a 
certificate as a trainer in gender analysis and mainstreaming in a program organized by the 
Office of the Gender Advisor in the UN Mission in Liberia. 
 
Also a social worker, Ms. Mitchell raises awareness about women suffering from HIV/AIDS 
as the gender and public relations officer for the Society for Women and AIDS in Africa in 
Monrovia. Ms. Mitchell participated in Liberia’s National AIDS Control Program and in a 
workshop hosted by the United Nations Development Fund for Women and ACTIONAIDS. 
The author of an HIV/AIDS handbook for parents and several case studies on women living 
with HIV/AIDS, Ms. Mitchell hopes to become an HIV/AIDS counselor. She has three 
children. 
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Regina Sokan-Teah was elected to the House of Representatives in the 
2005 general elections as representative of District 10 of Montserrado 
County. Serving a six-year term, Mrs. Sokan-Teah is on the defense 
committee, which has legislative oversight of security sector reform, a 
significant responsibility in this post-conflict country. She is also secretary-
general of the Liberian Women Legislative Caucus. A native of River Gee 
County in the southeastern part of the country, Mrs. Sokan-Teah grew up on 
a farm until the death of her father when she was eight. She then moved to 
the mining town of Bong Mines in central Liberia to live with her older 

sister and attend school. She started kindergarten at the age of 12. Having excelled in math, 
Mrs. Sokan-Teah earned a bookkeeping and accounting diploma from the Booker 
Washington Institute. She put this degree to practice, rising through the ranks of the Forestry 
Development Authority to assistant internal auditor. Before working for the Forestry 
Development Authority, Mrs. Sokan-Teah was employed as a social worker with the 
Ministry of State for Presidential Affairs, Executive Mansion. The first in her large village of 
75 houses to graduate from college, she holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from the 
University of Liberia.  
 

* **  
 

The former commissioner of Liberia’s Bureau of Immigration and 
Naturalization (BIN), Abla Gadegbeku Williams is deputy commissioner 
for naturalization in that organization. She was the first woman to serve as 
commissioner of the BIN. While in previous administrations she always felt 
like a “back seat driver,”  she was inspired to be appointed to her current 
post by a woman (President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf). In her current position, 
Ms. Williams enforces the Alien and Nationality Law of Liberia, monitors 
and safeguards the country’s borders, and regulates the law under the supervision of the 
minister of justice. Since 2003, she has also served as deputy minister of justice for legal 
affairs.  
 
Ms. Williams was a police officer for 20 years, working in the forensics lab while studying 
science. Because she never left Liberia during its civil war, she felt she was pursuing justice 
in a state of anarchy. Encouraged by the 1990 exodus of officers from the police force due to 
threats, she used her background to pursue a degree in law, which she earned in 1992 from 
the University of Liberia’s Louis Arthur Grimes School of Law. She also attended the 
Institute of Humanitarian Law in Sanremo, Italy, earning a diploma in refugee law. Ms. 
Williams has been legal counsel for Conservation International; special assistant to the 
attorney general; and legal counsel for the Ministry of Justice. Continuing to do pro-bono 
work advocating for women’s and children’s rights, she is secretary of the Liberian chapter 
of the Foundation for Women; a Rotarian; and a member of the Association of Female 
Lawyers of Liberia, an organization that advocates for the rights of women, children, and the 
indigent. Ms. Williams also holds a bachelor’s degree in zoology from the University of 
Liberia. She is married and has two boys. 
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PALESTINE 

 
 

Haitham Saleh Ibrahim Arar  is head of the Democracy and Human 
Rights Unit in the Ministry of Interior of the Palestinian National Authority. 
In this role, Ms. Arar monitors security forces to ensure they adhere to 
Palestinian laws and human rights standards. During the recent Annapolis 
Conference, she worked to permit demonstration against the government. 
She has also led efforts to uphold legal and health regulations for prisoners, 
including members of Hamas. Previously, Ms. Arar ran the Women’s 
Affairs Unit, also a division of the Ministry of Interior. She is a political 

activist who aims, through the General Union of Palestinian Women, to increase women’s 
representation in political parties. As a stakeholder in Fatah’s strategic planning process, she 
seeks to establish a democratic and progressive Palestinian state that promotes pluralism, 
tolerance, mutual understanding, and respect of freedoms and human rights. Ms. Arar seeks 
to increase the participation of women in the development and restructuring of Fatah through 
a mandate that at least one third of the members of party structures and committees at all 
levels be women. Ms. Arar holds a master’s degree in democracy and human rights and a 
bachelor’s degree in physics from Birzeit University. She also earned a specialized diploma 
in public institutions administration from Birzeit University.  
 

* **  
 

Director-general of international affairs at the Office of the President of 
Palestine, a post she assumed following the 2006 elections, Amal Jadou 
was the only woman to accompany President Abbas as part of the 
Palestinian delegation to the recent Annapolis Conference. Ms. Jadou, who 
is active within Fatah’s youth movement, began working for the 
government in February 2005 as foreign policy adviser to the prime 
minister. She has also worked for several non-governmental organizations 
focusing on political prisoners, refugees, women, and children. Born in a refugee camp near 
Bethlehem, Ms. Jadou is inspired by the challenges of living in a patriarchal society and 
under Israeli occupation. For two months in 1998, she lived with several Native American 
families in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, and Winnipeg and Labrador, Canada—an experience 
that moved her to understand the suffering of other peoples of the world. Motivated by her 
mother and grandmother to facilitate positive change, Ms. Jadou pursued a PhD at The 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, which she completed in 2005, and a graduate 
fellowship in the program on negotiation at Harvard Law School. She earned a master’s 
degree from Birzeit University in 2000 and a bachelor’s degree from Bethlehem University 
in 1995. Her near-term goal is to become a member of the Palestinian Legislative Council. 
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Enas H. H. Nazzal believes that Palestine cannot achieve economic growth 
without security. With that in mind, Ms. Nazzal works alongside her 
husband in the Ministry of the Interior as a captain of Preventive Security, a 
police force established by Yasir Arafat in 1994. Establishing such security 
has been difficult for the organization, as its headquarters in Bitunia, which 
house equipment, computers, and a clinic, have been destroyed by Israeli 
soldiers many times. Ms. Nazzal has held managerial, finance, security, and 

information positions at the Palestinian National Authority for the past 12 years. She holds a 
master’s degree in accounting and taxation from Alquds University in Jerusalem and a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting and business administration from Beirzeit University in 
Ramallah, Palestine.  
 


