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Today my sister and I launched Women Moving Millions, an initiative for the advancement of women's lives through a massive change in giving to 
girls and women. My commitment to women's funds was seeded in an experience I had as a young adult. I had been a teacher in Dallas in a 
low-income community. I experienced first-hand the disparity of funding that exists in American neighborhoods. My students were eager to learn, 
yet they had meager resources, and they often had one parent (most often their mother) who was working long hours and sometimes two jobs to 
make ends meet. I knew then that women were the pivotal transforming agents in our society. Women have to have a voice; otherwise the cycle of
poverty just keeps growing.

I got involved with the Ms. Foundation and the National Network of Women's Funds and became aware of the statistics that become a motivating 
factor for many women. Women and girls suffer the greatest in our society, and yet receive such a small percentage of philanthropic dollars -- at 
that time only 4%. I helped start the Dallas Women's Foundation and the New York Women's Foundation; then I began supporting other women 
who wanted to start women's funds. These funds have proliferated around the world, saying to me that this is a new consciousness of women 
helping women throughout the globe.

Then, my sister, Swanee, called me. She wanted to write a big check, $6 million, to raise the bar for women's giving. I realized this gift could be a 
powerful catalyst to create a movement! I thought, "Let's all circle Swanee and make her dream a reality." Swanee's call to me was that trumpet
call, a chance to bring women together in an historic moment of women funding women first!

Disempowerment happens across all economic strata. High net worth women are considered privileged, yet one friend in Dallas speaks of the
"golden handcuffs" that these women wear. We were taught not to ask questions and to believe that we were stupid when it came to handling
money. This initiative is about empowering high net worth women to become change agents in their communities through women's funds. Women
Moving Millions has the heart of a woman with the mind of a big business.

Talking about "women helping women" has been empowering not only for them, but also for me. Early on I saw women pledging $25,000 $50,000 
even $100,000 gifts. In the last few years, I began hearing of a few brave women making million dollar gifts to women's funds. I could sense 
something new was happening.

My initiative is aimed at women who can give at the million-dollar level and above but every gift at every level is important. The hope is to create 
greater commitment to women and girls and every gift matters. Also, we do want to start getting used to thinking about the word "million." Some 
women can write a million dollar check, but five hundred women can each write a $200 check. We can pool our resources! Women all across the
socio-economic spectrum are uniting their dollars in women's funds. We are amplifying each other's impact and leveraging each other dollars. But
let's all raise our thinking! We have a chance to create a contagion of meaningful gifts for women and girls. Whatever your level of giving, fund 
women first. In doing so, we're making history.

Women's funds bring me hope. It is bringing to the foreground a greater chance for peace on earth and the prosperity of all. As donors and 
activists come together to make funding decision, we sharpen our thinking and our solutions have greater impact. Instead of programs that keep 
people in a perpetual victim cycle, I see programs being developed that are breaking the cycle of poverty. Funding women first and raising the bar 
on our giving makes it all possible.

(Learn more about Helen's organizations Women's Funding Network and Hunt Alternatives)
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