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Of the 31 states, sexual orientation amendments were enacted in 25
states when there was either a Republican majority in at least one of the
two legislative bodies and/or there was a Republican governor. These
state hate crimes statutes represent neither judicial nor liberal legislative
activism.

While Matthew Shepard is the best known gay hate crime victim, this
year Ryan Skipper, 25, of Winter Haven, Fla., and Sean Kennedy, 20, of
Greenville, S.C., were among those murdered because of their sexual
orientation. According to the 2007 Florida attorney general’s Hate
Crimes Report, crimes against lesbians, gays, bisexual and transgender (
LGBT ) people have increased in Florida in six of the past seven past
years. Sixty-two percent of hate crimes against the LGBT community
fell within the most violent categories, more than any other delineated

group.

Opponents claim that providing hate crimes protection based on sexual
orientation is a special right. This view appears homophobic. These
organizations do not lobby for the elimination of race, national origin,
religion or other group from hate crime protections.

Opponents argue that hate crimes statutes inhibit free speech. The act
both provides sanctions for violent acts and protects the expression of
religious belief and personal opinion. Hate crimes are more serious than
a normal assault because they target not just an individual, but an entire
group. This violence undermines individual liberty and social order as
demonstrated in the targeting of Jews during the Third Reich and the
recent ethnic cleansing in Bosnia, Iraq and Darfur.

As President Bush determines whether for the fourth time in his
presidency to exercise a veto, he should weigh how this action
empowers those who would strike down innocent lives like those of
Matthew Shepard, Ryan Skipper and Sean Kennedy.

No one is safe until everyone is equally valued and safeguarded under
the law. Democracy values all citizens and insures their liberty and
security.

Equality Forum Executive Director Malcolm Lazin is the recipient of the
National Education Association’s 2005 Creative Leadership in Human
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Rights Award; the 2006 Distinguished Alumnus Award from Lebanon
Valley College; and is a 2007 Prime Mover of the Hunt Alternatives
Fund.
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* VIEWS Being Exposed Michelangelo Signorile 2003-08-20

* VIEWS MUBARAK DAHIR 2003-08-20

* VIEWS Susie Day 2003-08-13

* VIEWS Alix Dobkin 2003-08-13

* VIEWS Rex Wockner 2003-08-06

*» VIEWS Lee Lynch 2003-08-06

*» VIEWS Inside Out Y VONNE ZIPTER 2003-08-06

* VIEWS Michelangelo Signorile 2003-08-06

* VIEWS Inside Out by Yvonne Zipter 2003-07-30

* VIEWS by MUBARAK DAHIR 2003-07-30

¥ Views: Michelangelo Signorile 2003-07-23

* VIEWS Rex Wockner 2003-07-23

* VIEWS ‘Decency’ and Dissent by Michelangelo Signorile
2003-07-16

* VIEWS Savage Ending by Mubarak Dahir 2003-07-16

* VIEWS Rex Wockner 2003-07-09

» VIEWS Alix Dobkin 2003-07-09

* VIEWS Michelangelo Signorile 2003-07-02

* VIEWS: INSIDE OUT by Yvonne Zipter 2003-06-25

*» VIEWS by Rex Wockner 2003-06-25

* VIEWS Pride 2025: The Shape of Things to Come by Leslie
Feinberg 2003-06-25

* VIEWS Pride Future by Mubarak Dahir 2003-06-25

* VIEWS Whitewash and Why Ashcroft skipped a perfectly good
photo-op 2003-06-18

* Views: Ashcroft: Party Pooper 2003-06-18

* VIEWS: THE TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY & ENDA
2003-06-18

* Views: Beware the TMD Trailers of mass destruction, at home and
abroad, by Michelangelo Signorile 2003-06-11

* VIEWS by Rex Wockner 2003-06-11

* Views: INSIDE OUT by Yvonne Zipter 2003-06-11

* VIEWS Liberace Candidate Michelangelo Signorile 2003-06-04

¥ Views: Foley Hypocrisy 2003-06-04

*» VIEWS Mark Foley and ‘The Question’ 2003-05-28

* VIEWS Fun & Safety in Chicago, by Chuck Renslow 2003-05-21
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* VIEWS The Bigot’s Bluffs, 2003-05-21

* VIEWS Remembering ‘Ahmad’ 2003-05-21

* VIEWS by Alix Dobkin 2003-05-21

*» VIEWS by Rex Wockner 2003-05-14

* VIEWS Gangbang Harangue: 7 News in Denver Wants 2003-05-14

*» VIEWS Taking the Test 2003-05-14

*» TRAVEL Monkeys and Sloths and Views, Oh My! 2003-05-14

* VIEWS 2003-05-07

* one-on-one theater interviews 2003-05-07

* VIEWS 2003-05-07

¥ Views: High School Confidential 2003-05-07

* VIEWS In the Child’s Best Interests, by Miranda Stevens-Miller
2003-05-07

* one-on-one theater interviews 2003-04-23

* VIEWS 2003-03-26

* one-on-one 2003-03-26

* VIEWS 2003-03-19

* VIEWS 2003-03-05

* VIEWS On War and Death 2003-02-26

* one-on-one theater interviews 2003-02-12

» one-on-one theater interviews 2003-02-05

* Theatre Reviews: The Guys 2003-01-22

» Theatre Reviews: The Cunin Family Chronicles 2003-01-22

* Theatre Reviews: Eloise and Ray 2003-01-22

* Theatre Reviews: A Duchampian Romp, even 2003-01-22

* Theatre Reviews: Titus Andronicus 2003-01-22

* Theatre Reviews: As We Like Him: Mark Gagné 2003-01-22

*» VIEWS Inside Out: 2003-01-22
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