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Zainab Salbi: Women for Women International

Zainab Salbi was born and raised in Saddam Hussein’s Iraq. Surviving that nation’s wars taught her that the
hardest-hit victims inevitably were the women and children—women who lost husbands, children who lost
fathers, women who were used as tools of war through rape and torture.

Determined to change that, in 1993 she founded Women to Women International to help women survivors of
war rebuild their lives through vocational training, providing seed capital for women to start their own
businesses and helping women learn to read and write to become active citizens in their societies.

Since its inception, WFWI has raised $24 million and helped more than 55,000 women in wartorn countries
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sudan and Rwanda. For its trailblazing
humanitarian work, WFWI was awarded the 2006 the Conrad N. Hilton Humanitarian Prize, which included a
$1.5 million award to continue its work.

URL: http://lifestyle.msn.com/mindbodyandsoul/womenintheworld/staticslideshow.aspx?cp-
documentid=3326194&imageindex=7
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