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U.S. woman's English translation of

Quran draws criticism

The Associated Press

CHICAGO: An English translation of the Quran — one of the first by a =
Muslim woman — has created a stir on the Internet and among Islamic 4
scholars who argue that her limited Arabic language skills and use of a

=

dictionary for verbatim translations raises questions about her '?

interpretation of the Islamic holy text. =
Ox
C=]

Laleh Bakhtiar, an Iranian-American, was raised Catholic before she Wi

converted to Islam. She does not speak fluent modern Arabic — which

) ) : : ) 4

is known as classical Arabic, but took three years of Quranic Arabic T
T

and has written or translated about 25 books on Islam.

"This translation of the Quran, is a culmination of 45 years of learning,"
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Bakhtiar said of the work, which is expected to arrive in U.S. bookstores next week.

Bakhtiar relied heavily on dictionaries for a word-by-word translation method, something which
has elicited sharp comments on Web sites in the Arab world and bothers some Islamic

scholars.

Muslims belive the Quran is the word of God handed down to the Prophet Mohammed, and only
the most skilled linguists and religious scholars are capable of a translation that can even
somewhat accurately reflect the holy text's complicated language and meaning.
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Islamic law professor Khaled Abou El Fadl at the University
of California, Los Angeles, said Bahktiar's three years of
Arabic study is not enough for the translation of the Quran
and that her reputation is as an editor not as a scholar.

Many are calling Bakhtiar's work a feminist translation, but

News Analysis: Still seeking a new
category for a new kind of criminal

supporters say her work is being criticized because she is a

It's never
too late fo
get in shape.

And it's never
too early fo
make sure your
kids do too.

Find out more ways
to be a great Dod of
wvw.fotherhood.org.

Ta beorn more, dick here.

Most E-Mailed Articles

woman. -
Last 24 Hours  Last 7 Days  Last 30 Days i Subscribe
The International "Anytime you have a change like this coming from within the 1. Common symptoms could be warning signs of ovarian cancer
Herald Tribune community, eSp_eCIa”y coming from a woman, .you r? 2. Baron Guy de Rothschild, leader of French arm of bank dynasty, dies at
and IHT.com undoubtedly going to ruffle some feathers," said Daisy Khan, 98
would like your the executive director of the American Society for Muslim 3. 4 banks to stand trial in Parmalat fraud
opinions Advancement. :
4. Strong earthquake rocks Guatemala, El Salvador
m The Quran was translated into English in the 1930s. There 5. Flying? Sit back and relax — and zone out for less
. . . are m9re than 20 trfinslatlons. But since most Musllrps learn 6. The iPhone is missing a keyboard
to read the Quran in Arabic, English versions are considered supplementary and there is no :
. . 7. News Analysis: Still seeking a new category for a new kind of criminal
clear authority on the translation. !
8. Emissions fell slightly in the EU during '05
Bahktiar, who does not consider herself a feminist, thinks the reaction the book is getting is 9. Weight-loss pill will limit health risks, Sanofi says

premature.

10. Misery and death stalk Sri Lankan town

A first printing of her book is expected to be available next week at large bookstores such as

Barnes & Noble and Borders. Bakhtiar is also recording an audio version.
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