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Who is Saving Darfur?

The Save Darfur Coalition has become a strong contender for the title "most visible foreign
policy campaign" (a category sadly not yet included in the People's Choice Awards.) It has

everything a campaign needs to stand out in a crowded marketplace: a morally compelling
story; innocent victims; evil villains; celebrity endorsers; and a multi-million dollar budget.

But as Tarek noted on this blog late Friday, a Washington Post article that morning about
the Coalition might damn it with loud praise. By simplistically according full credit to the
Coalition for President Bush's recent announcement of tighter sanctions against the Sudanese
government, the story brushed aside any questions about whether the Coalition was making
the smartest possible use of its funds. And it dissed the many other groups working for
creative ways to engage the US public. A well-researched article Saturday morning in the NY
Times offered a corrective -- along with the news that the Coalition's board had ousted its
controversial director, David Rubenstein.

What did the Post miss in its puff piece? For one thing, the tension that emerged as the
Coalition secretariat became more like an organization in its own right rather than an
honest broker of conflicting agendas among its members. One issue: were the Campaign's
calls for a no-fly zone over Darfur at odds with the urgent humanitarian work of some
member groups in the Coalition? Would the Save Darfur Coalition make it impossible for
Western aid groups to save Darfuris?

A column in yesterday's Outlook section of the Washington Post questioned that very
premise: Julie Flint usefully complicates our understanding of heroes and victims, and
reminds us that Darfuris are actors in their own "salvation.” It's a useful reminder of the
extraordinary group of Sudanese women already looking for solutions across political and
ethnic boundaries, thanks in part to some smart partnering from the |Initiative for Inclusive
Security.

The Save Darfur Coalition's internal shake-up is a useful reminder as well of how difficult
coalitional work can be. Purnima Chawla and Ravi Singh of the Center for Nonprofit
Strategies highlight the challenge of managing foreign policy coalitions in the study we
commissioned of six successful advocacy efforts.

You'll find their work and others' reflected in our online tools for foreign policy advocacy.
But you'll find no simple answers here or anywhere else to the question: what can we do to
help end the tragedy in Darfur? We can promise you help in asking the tough questions that
will help you plan and evaluate your work along the way. Remember to thank us when you
get that People’s Choice Award, OK?

Posted by David Devlin-Foltz on June 4, 2007 12:56 PM | Permalink

TRACKBACK

TrackBack URL for this entry:
http://www.gii-exchange.org/cgi-bin/mt/mt-tb.cgi/197

Blogging where global issues,
advocacy and messaging meet

BLOGROLL

Philanthropy and
Community

Beth Kanter's Blog
Cause-Related Marketing
e.politics

Give and Take

Katya Andresen’s NP
Marketing Blog

Kerry Karvetski
NetSquared

On the Commons
Online Community Report
Philanthroemedia
Don't Tell the Donor
Getting Attention
Idealware

On Social Marketing &
Social Change
Philanthropy 2173
Tactical Philanthropy
The Agigator

Donor Power Blog

Foreign Policy and
Development
WorldBridge:Refugees
International

Arms Control Wonk
Democracy Arsenal
Foreign Policy Magazine
Passport
NextBillion.net

PSD Blog @ World Bank
Rootless Cosmopolitan
How the World Works @
Salon

The Washington Note
Center for Global
Development

CIPE Development Blog
Partnership for a Secure
America

UN Dispatch

Messaging
BAGnewsNotes
Frameshop
Houtlust:: Social
Campaigns

6/12/2007 12:00 PM



The Switchblog: Who is Saving Darfur? http://www.gii-exchange.org/blog/2007/06/who_is_saving_darfur_1.html

POST A COMMENT

(If you haven't left a comment here before, you may need to be approved by the site owner
before your comment will appear. Until then, it won't appear on the entry. Thanks for
waiting.)

Name:

Email Address:

|
URL:

[~ Remember personal info?

Comments: (you may use HTML tags for style)

Preview I Post I

20f2 6/12/2007 12:00 PM



