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Kids are encouraged to ‘Turn It Up’
By Ed Symkus
Wednesday, February 14, 2007 - Updated: 12:49 PM EST

There’s nothing like a right time-right place situation, especially when it involves education and the arts, and when the results are
win-win.

Last year, Stephen Zrike, principal of the John D. Philbrick Elementary School in Roslindale — with 148 students, the second
smallest school in the Boston system — went to a taping of “From the
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The third part of the equation, also going on at the same time, involved
the folks at “From the Top” thinking about what new directions they
wanted to take with their ongoing education programs and outreach
performances.

Before long, all three groups, as if planets in alignment, came together
to participate in “Turn It Up,” a three-year program that brings “From the Top” alumni into the Philbrick School (and two other Boston
schools) to mentor young kids in music.

“Through anecdotal results, we knew that when kids came to see our live tapings in the hall, they were kind of star struck with kids
their own age doing something like that,” says Ann Gregg, director of education with From the Top. “We also were going in to
schools, and we’ve touched 20,000 people in our outreach performances throughout the country.

“We also wanted to do something to support instrumental music programs in our home community,” she adds. “We knew that you
don't get to the level of playing that the kids do on the show unless you're tapping into a lot of resources: great teachers, funding for
instruments and lessons. We wanted to do something that helped kids get a piece of what it’s like to have that.”

Meanwhile, plans were going ahead at the Philbrick to reinstate a music program that had been eliminated due to budget cuts four
years earlier.

“We're trying to build a more substantial music program here,” says Zrike. “Last year was the first time we had a music teacher here
in a few years. We were able to bring it back in the budget.

“It was a Philbrick community decision,” he adds. “It was a choice between art and music. We have a parent who does art in the
school, and we chose music. Mr. Trotman is a saxophonist who also teaches at the Mozart School. He’s here two days a week, and
teaches mostly music appreciation classes. But now he’s started to teach instrumentals with some instruments we have from a
grant we got a decade ago.”

The Wallace Foundation grant that went to “From the Top” is called the Excellence Awards. It was for $368,000, to be shared
among the three schools. The schools were picked by application. Notices were sent out to the entire Boston school district. The
ones that were chosen all have fairly new instrumental music programs to which they showed a real commitment, both at the
administrative level and the teaching level.

“I think we got the grant because we really expressed a commitment to want to build an infrastructure for music here,” says Zrike. I
was very involved in applying for the grant with Mr. Trotman, and there was the family component — there was parental interest in
the music program here. We also already had a relationship with ‘From the Top,” and we though it was a great idea.”

Here’s how “Turn It Up” works. It's a three-year program aimed at third-, fourth- and fifth-graders. It begins with third-grade students
and teachers going to Jordan Hall in Boston to watch a taping of “From the Top.” Later on, performers from the show will start
visiting the schools, presenting musical demonstrations and offering advice and tips to students there. By the time they reach fifth
grade, students will take part in a “Make Your Own Radio Show” production, in which they’ll create a show similar to “From the Top,”
celebrating the accomplishments of musicians in their own school.

“We’re hoping there’s a transition from our ['From the Top’] kids being the peer role models to, by the end of the fifth-grade year,
those kids being the peer role models for the third-graders,” says Gregg.

Zrike points out that the grant also includes some funding to purchase music supplies and instruments, and that “From the Top” will
be advocates in supporting the school to get other grants to continue to build the program.

“I think music education is incredibly important,” he says. “A lot of students really find themselves in school, through music. They
may be disconnected in school in other areas, but the one place they shine is through music.”

Ed Symkus can be reached at esymkus@cnc.com.
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