Dignitaries.  

Again. All protocols observed. 

My name is Mary Kojo Ali Sworo. 

I work with the Ministry of Gender, Child, and Social Welfare. I have been working to improve the lives of men and women in my country for more than 25 years. 

My sister Sarah just told you about the solutions we bring to the table. In these solutions, there are FOUR PRACTICAL INNOVATIONS that I want to draw to your attention. 

These four innovations have the potential to be game changers.

They can take us on a FAST TRACK to meeting all of the goals of the South Sudan Development Plan we are talking about today. 

These four innovations are:

1. Create a Women’s Bank. We need money to buy tools for agriculture and to start businesses. Banks tell us they need physical collateral. But most of the land is not registered in our names. We need investors to start a bank that will give low-interest loans that accepts social instead of physical collateral. Around the world, women have proven that we do NOT default on our loans.

2. Finance Women Farmers.  Make sure that 25 percent of ALL investment in agriculture TARGETS women. Increase women’s crop production and give them access to markets. 

3. Use Oil Revenues to Benefit ALL communities. Allocate 50 percent of the Community Development Funds to women’s health, education, economic, and physical security. These Funds already exist. Get more women to manage them and decide how their money is spent. 

4. Make more women literate. Our figures for this are some of the worst in the world! Only 12 percent of women can read or write. In some states, that is as low as 3 percent. We need to DOUBLE our rate by 2014. That will take us to 25 percent across the country. It takes six months to make a woman literate. We can do it. If you support us. 

As Sarah told you they would, our innovations focus on hard issues, like women’s economic empowerment and security for all. 

I come from Central Equatoria State. As I mentioned, I have spent most of my adult life working for this empowerment. I focus on women not only to help women.  I focus on women because women are the key to meeting ALL of the other needs of our country. 

I want a bright future for all of us: For my own daughter, for all of our daughters, AND FOR OUR SONS. 

Please make sure that you read carefully all of our solutions – they are on blue and yellow papers. Please talk about them in EVERY ONE OF YOUR SESSIONS here today and tomorrow. And make them the foundation of all of our work going forward. 

Thank you. 
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