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US Government Leads on Empowering Women, Finally
Clinton’s Security Council Announcement Demonstrates 
US Commitment to Women, Peace, and Security 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – October 29, 2010 – Ten years after the world’s most powerful countries turned their attention to the connection between women, peace, and security, the United States this week announced new commitments and $44 million in funding to empower and protect women in conflict. 

The ‘national action plan’ announced Tuesday by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to implement United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 makes the US one of fewer than two dozen nations to announce such a plan since unanimous passage of the resolution in October, 2000.  
"This is the most promising sign yet that the US recognizes the role women must play for global security," said Ambassador Swanee Hunt, chair of The Institute for Inclusive Security, which pushes governments and the UN to bring women to negotiating tables. "US leadership matters enormously. With these commitments, the Administration has raised the bar."
A decade ago, the United Nations Security Council unanimously passed Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Security. This international law mandates that government members of the United Nations increase the participation of women in decisions about peace and security, but the past decade has led to only anecdotal progress. 

“Secretary Clinton’s remarks and recent actions by prominent members of Congress show that the United States is now moving forward with UNSCR 1325 implementation with a shared sense of purpose,” said Carla Koppell, director of The Institute for Inclusive Security. “The success of US efforts in Afghanistan and other conflict zones may well be determined by how effectively the US consults and collaborates with women peacebuilders in those areas.” 
The announcement by Clinton came after a recent letter circulated by Rep. Bill Delahunt (D-MA) encouraging the United States to, at long last, make concrete commitments on UNSCR 1325. Just before the Security Council session Tuesday, US Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Sen. John Kerry (D-MA) also released a report, “UN Resolution 1325: More Action Needed,” which urged the UN and its member states to strengthen the resolution.

Other countries that have announced plans to implement UNSCR 1325 include (in alphabetical order): Austria, Belgium, Chile, Cote D'Ivoire, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Liberia, Norway, Philippines, Portugal, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Netherlands, Uganda, and the United Kingdom. 

“The key to progress is meaningful, time-bound, and measurable commitments,” added Koppell. “The world’s military and diplomatic superpower has shown that it wants to be a world leader also in the empowerment and protection of women.”

###

The Institute for Inclusive Security uses research, training, and advocacy to promote the inclusion of all stakeholders, particularly women, in peace processes. We work with a global network of well over 1,000 women leaders from more than 40 conflict regions. Our research gives policymakers new strategies to drive inclusion by examining tangible contributions of women peace builders. Our training provides leaders the specialized skills and knowledge to direct local, national, and international peacebuilding. Our advocacy to high-level policymakers promotes change that makes peace processes more broad-based, and thus sustainable. Learn more at www.inclusivesecurity.org  
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