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Driven by ideological, political, religious, and other convictions, violent extremists create 
instability, traumatize communities, and undermine the creation of stable governments. 
Women are among the most effective actors combating extremism. They have their 
fingers on the pulse of communities and often possess unique moral authority derived 
from their roles in the family and civil society. Women are often the first to call for and 
facilitate reconciliation. Often viewed as less threatening, women are able to forge 
compromise, consolidate moderate voices, and create sustainable solutions. Leaders from 
Pakistan will share lessons derived from their varied experiences, noting in particular the 
roles and approaches women use to moderate extremism in the region. 
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