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Did you see that?! A mom on center stage at the Republican convention accepting the Vice Presidential nomination and holding
a baby.

There are too few mothers in the boardrooms and high levels of political office, and we need more of them. In fact, women
comprise only 16% of Congress (the U.S. ranks a world low of 71st in women's representation in national legislatures--below
Pakistan, Italy, Bolivia, Rwanda, Argentina, France, China, Canada, and 63 other countries). And, women hold only 6.7% of
top-paying positions in Fortune 500 countries. A measly 6.7%!

Obviously, more women need to be seated in the highest offices. That's something that most of us can agree on.

But while it was good to see a woman on center stage accepting the Vice Presidential nomination (for only the second time in the
history of our nation), | didn't hear much in Gov. Palin's acceptance speech--or since--about what she, and her running mate
Sen. McCain, will do about the issues which impact the 83 million mothers in our nation each and every day.

This mom wants to know: Where does Gov. Palin stand? Where does she stand on issues which are important to mothers like
healthcare, fair pay, paid family and medical leave, afterschool programs, childcare/early learning, paid sick days, and flexible
work options.

Whether you are a mother, or have a mother, the moms of our nation expect every candidate to tackle the shared issues of our
nation's families. We also know full well from decades of stalled family-friendly legislation that just because someone is a mom
(or has a mom) doesn't mean they automatically support the policies which are central to the economic security of mothers and
families.

As the candidate debates draw near, and with an election that's neck-and-neck in the polls, now's the time to ask candidates to
share their positions on critical issues. Let's demand that the national political discussion is one of substance while this
nomination is a hot topic in coffee shops, at water coolers, and around dinner tables across the nation.

Story continues below
advertisement

Let's change the conversation. The conversation shouldn't be about how many kids Gov. Palin has, which is essentially
unchecked gender bias, it should be about the issues--and where she stands on them. After all, we've had fathers in the White
House for a couple hundred years and the mere fact of any of those male candidates having children has yet to be an election
issue. Just to show how ridiculous this is: Why is it that everyone knows that Gov. Palin has five children, but few know how
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many children Sen. Biden has?

Right about now you might be wondering: Why don't we know where Gov. Palin stands, anyway? Isn't disclosing where you
stand on issues so that voters can choose their candidate a big part of running for public office? Well, it's not a conspiracy that
we don't know where Gov. Palin stands, but it's definitely a serious bout of opportunistic pessimism on the part of political
campaign operatives.

Turns out that this lack of focus on issues right now isn't an accident. In fact, McCain campaign manager, Rick Davis, recently
said, and | quote: "This election is not about issues. This election is about a composite view of what people take away from these
candidates."

What!?

In fact, the McCain campaign made an active decision not to have Gov. Palin do interviews with the national media right now. It
seems they essentially want to avoid the issues--and to leave us just with that image of a woman on the stage, "a composite
view" as Davis said, of sorts, as if the American public only needs a Technicolor picture to make decisions about the future
direction of our country. It's downright insulting to voters.

To that point, here's a Fox News transcriptof the Sept. 7, 2008, edition of "FOX News Sunday With Chris Wallace" of a
conversation between McCain campaign manager and Chris Wallace on the topic of keeping Gov. Palin out of interviews that
went up today:

WALLACE: But let me move on to something else. Governor Palin has given some very good speeches this week, and I
think everybody, Republican or Democrat, would say that she was very effective at the Republican convention.

She has not answered a single question from the national media. When is she going to agree to an interview?
DAVIS: She'll agree to an interview when we think it's time and when she feels comfortable doing it.

Voters know that this election really is about the issues--that it's not about some Technicolor "composite view" of candidates.
These issues are as real to many of us as paying for rent, taking our children to the doctor, and putting food on the dinner table

Let's not let any candidate (or political campaign operative) forget that more than 50% of the electorate are women; and over
80% of women in our nation have children by the time they are forty-four. Suffice to say that moms pack a powerful political
punch. It's time to come together and use that power to make sure our issues get the attention they deserve--for our children, for
ourselves, and for the future economic security of our nation.

Join with me and MomsRising.org in sending an open letter to Gov. Palin asking where she stands now, and then moms in
Alaska will deliver the letter with your signatures. Help put the pressure on for candidates to share their positions on the issues
which impact our nation's families each and every day.
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My main opposition to Palin is not because of where she stands on the issues (although, her extremist positions certainly don't
help).

My main opposition to her is the fact that she is profoundly unqualified to be vice president, almost to the extent of being
dangerous. Complex issues like the economy, health care, global warming require someone who, at the very least, can think
through complex problems, analyze them, and work out solutions that are based on data, not moral judgements.

With fear of sounding elitst, a person who attended five colleges before graduating from the University of Idaho and didn't hold a
passport until 2006 is NOT qualified to be vice president.

Reply Favorite Flag as abusive Posted 02:54 PM on 09/08/2008
- LeftRight See Profile I'm a Fan of LeftRight permalink
=

Rather than what she will do for mothers, let's ask what she will do for PEOPLE! Fathers, Mothers, children, single people, ALL
of us matter!!!!
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