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Good morning. Thank you Madame Minister, for giving me the floor, and for your dedication to women’s leadership in Sudan.

As we advance our discussion of planning for the future, I thought it would be useful to relay the conclusions from the women’s preparatory conference regarding ways to ensure that the experience and abilities of women are fully leveraged in reconstruction. During three days of deliberation, Sudanese women dedicated significant thought to identifying key strategies, which I would like to relay very briefly to you. 

As we mentioned yesterday, we applaud the Government of South Sudan’s constitutional guarantee of 25 percent women’s participation in government and urge passage of an electoral law that maintains the 25 percent minimum guarantee of women’s elected representation in the national assembly. Women are not sufficiently represented on the commissions overseeing implementation of the CPA. They have not been adequately included in peace negotiations for Darfur.  

This is a real lost opportunity. The women of Sudan have much to give. As General Sumbeiywo said so eloquently yesterday evening, women are the key to successful recovery and reconstruction. We maintained communities through generations of conflict. We are mothers of the nation. And we have demonstrated our ability to work together in times of war and during times of peace. We are willing to drive reconstruction, particularly the delivery of social services, and we want to foster reconciliation.  

There are many specific ways you can bring women in to the benefit of the rebuilding process:

Prioritize support for women’s leadership. Provide women a role in decision-making regarding peace building, recovery, and development. Endorse and realize a 25 percent quota for women in public office, on commissions overseeing peace building, and for the teams negotiating peace in Darfur and elsewhere. 

Enhance cooperation between government and women’s civil society organizations. Yesterday, the World Bank JAM assessment report highlighted the need for greater civil society involvement in rebuilding; we endorse that conclusion and would note that women’s civil society groups are among the strongest in Sudan.  

Fund elections preparation efforts for women. Democratic practice will be enhanced by early investments in capacity building to prepare women as voters and candidates for the upcoming elections.  

Hold yourselves accountable to women and their priorities. In the three years since reconstruction began, attention to women has flagged. Tracking and reporting on women’s empowerment and gender equality will make it easier to measure success, identify gaps, and plan strategically to match priorities with resources. 

The women who collaborated during the preparatory conference prepared a set of conclusions and a clear, strategic list of investments that will help leverage women’s expertise and meet Sudan’s needs. I hope you will take a copy and examine the recommendations with an eye towards investment and policy reform. 

We stand ready to be full partners in development and speak on behalf of hundreds of other women leaders across Sudan prepared to contribute. We welcome the opportunities for partnership and collaboration. 

Thank you.     
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